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METHODOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES
OF THE FUNCTIONING OF ECONOMIC EDUCATION
INTHE SCHOOL OF UKRAINE

The article reveals the actual issues related to the functioning of economic education in the
school of Ukraine, as today the economy is derived from the basic subjects and studied only at the
profile level.

According to the content of the curriculum on economics at the profile level, the study
of the course is aimed at the formation of the outlook of a civilized man who recognizes universal
values, the mastering of fundamental knowledge about the economic life of society, reflected in the
main economic categories, laws, laws; promotion of skills development of rational economic behav-
iour of a person as a consumer, hired employee, entrepreneur, owner of income and taxpayer, user of
public goods, etc.; formation of skills of independent work in the performance of practical tasks. It
helps introduction of elective courses of economic direction at the expense of variability.

The author of the article, explaining the need for economic knowledge among students,
through key competencies, including entrepreneurship, offers a methodological framework for the
functioning of economic education in institutions of general secondary education through the con-
tents of the Concept of Economic Education, which is a framework document defining the main
directions of the development of the school economy in the context of studying both the economic
characteristics of their country and economic and social relations in the world.

Key words: economic education; key competences; entrepreneurial competence; institu-
tions of general secondary education; concept of economic education in the school of Ukraine.

Problem statement. The underlying purpose of the New Ukrainian School is to support the
current generation of students in their quest to become knowledgeable people through a system of
substantive and key competencies. This will give young people the opportunity to orient themselves
in modern society, consciously take appropriate social and civic stance, raise the level of spiritual
culture, culture of communication and practical activity, and form a socially mature, hard-working,
creative person [5]. The course “Economics” is offered at the profile level of education at the senior
school and completes the economic education in the institutions of general secondary education and
corresponds to the logic of knowledge of the world.
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The study of the course “Economics” in the school aims at achieving the following goals: the
formation of the outlook of a civilized man, recognizing such universal values as freedom of action and
choice, the right to private property, tolerance, the need to comply with laws, etc.; assimilation of funda-
mental knowledge about the economic life of society, reflected in the main economic categories, laws,
laws; promotion of skills development of rational economic behaviour of a person as a consumer, hired
employee, entrepreneur, owner of income and taxpayer, user of public goods, etc.; formation of skills of
independent work in carrying out practical tasks in economics and generalization of received results [7].

According to the logic of the educational program, at the beginning of the course the stu-
dent of the lyceum assimilates the content of those economic phenomena that are inherent in any
economy. These are resources, product, production, exchange, needs, consumer and producer, eco-
nomic efficiency, economic cycles, etc. He then learns about the processes and phenomena that are
inherent in a market economy, namely: demand, supply, market price and market revenues, money
as an economic phenomenon, entrepreneurial activity, profit and expenditure, market infrastructure,
etc. Subsequently, the ideas of the national economy as a whole with the general results (gross
domestic product and gross national income) inherent in it are formed and explain the causes of
economic ups and downs, unemployment and inflation. There is a thorough explanation of the role
of the state in the organization of the economic life of society. Finally, the student receives an idea
of the functioning of the world economy, the benefits and threats to the economies of individual
countries associated with globalization processes.

Thus, the system of economic education at the profile level of education in the school is
consistent with the theory of social sciences, the general economy and has a Ukrainian orientation
direction [3, p. 27].

Analysis of recent research and publications. Education and science are the most impor-
tant area of human activity. According to academician V.G. Kremen, they are constituent hierarchi-
cal systems that are strategically prioritized, fundamental for socio-economic development of soci-
ety, especially for reformed countries, namely Ukraine [4, p. 37]. Thus, the structure of the course
“Economics” is subject to a certain logic, which is based on the basic principles of knowledge,
namely: the movement from simple to complex, a combination of historical and logical, verification
of knowledge, learning in the process of activity.

Many economists tried to direct economic science to a school subject, authors of modern
textbooks, which unfortunately did not work at school, their works brought the educational subject
among the priority. That is why the economy is not represented in the external independent testing,
and economic faculties are forced to replace the tests in economics, tests in economic geography [2].

In his work “Methodology of teaching economics” O. Aksonova notes that the need to
improve the educational process on economics in Ukraine requires the development of a strategy
and tactics of teaching this subject in institutions of general secondary education on the basis of the
national concept of economic education. The main objective of economic education is the formation
of students in economic thinking, and its result is economically grounded practical activity, which is
determined by the level of economic competence [1, p. 3].

Unfortunately, such an important and applied study subject is not paying attention, despite
the great interest in it, both from students and parents, and from teachers.

Formulation of the purposes of the article. Due to the content of the Concept of Econom-
ic Education, the author of the article offers its own methodological principles for the functioning of
economic education in institutions of general secondary education in Ukraine.

The main material research. The general objective of the educational economic course
is to improve the presentation of the lyceum students about the economy in general and to establish
the concept of the economy as a social science necessary for the formation of economic thinking
on the basis of historical, complex, typological, problem and constructive approaches. The decisive
ideas of the educational program are humanization, accents on sociology, ecology, economy, and the
involvement of students in socially useful practical activities in the modern economy.
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The main objectives of the course “Economics” for the senior school, which will be stud-
ied at the profile level are: the deepening of the economic education of graduates of institutions of
general secondary education through the study of global territorially differentiated economic, so-
cio-cultural and environmental problems, the disclosure of the role of individual economic systems
in the world economy and politics, processes of economic and political integration of countries and
peoples; generalization and systematization of previous knowledge of students from economics at
a much higher theoretical level; the disclosure of the role of economic expertise in solving contem-
porary economic and social problems; the formation of economic and socio-cultural knowledge,
the transformation of students’ economic thinking, which implies an understanding of the processes
taking place in the modern world; formation of the idea of the territorial organization of the economy
and the population of individual regions and countries of the world; demonstration of the systemic
nature of the world economy, the introduction of the concept of nature, the essence and function of
the international geographical division of labour; coverage of the origin of modern economic and
environmental problems of humanity; familiarization with the principles and world experience of ra-
tional use of nature, environmental protection, sustainability; to improve the ability to use comparative
methods of statistical and economic analysis, to use statistical data that characterizes the level and rates
of economic development in the countries of the world and Ukraine, its region, administrative district,
a separate economy; freely orientated in the economic systems of the world; formation of economic
culture, understanding of the challenges faced by the state and world civilization; upbringing pupils
the features of a citizen of Ukraine, universal spiritual value orientation, ability to perceive the ideas of
humanism and democracy, patriotism and mutual understanding between peoples, the establishment
of ideas of democracy, goodness and justice; to prepare high school students for conscious active
participation in the public life of the Ukrainian state, to understand its role and place in Europe and in
the world, to form a joint responsibility for the fate of Ukraine, Europe, the world; develop the ability
to compare economic events and processes, work with different sources of knowledge, independently
find economic information; develop creative thinking, form their own views and criticize information,
defend their own views on a particular economic problem, tolerate the opposite views.

The feature of the course is that it reveals important and actual problems
modern economics and a number of related sciences: world and national history, geography, mathe-
matics, jurisprudence, ecology, technology, etc. [8, p. 109].

For the further development of economic education at the profile level of education in
institutions of general secondary education, the Concept of Economic Education was created by sci-
entists of the Geography and Economics Department of the Institute of Pedagogics of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

The concept of economic education is the methodological basis of educational activity in
the conditions of the formation of a knowledge society and a socially oriented economy and identi-
fies ways of solving urgent problems in the field of economic education through understanding its
goals, tasks, content and technologies.

The main components of economic education are its content and organizational and educa-
tional technology of provision. They have their own peculiarities in various components of econom-
ic education: general economic and professional-economic [6, p. 89].

The basic idea of the concept of economic education for institutions of general secondary ed-
ucation is the adjacency of scientific knowledge to the world of human needs, that is, the acquisition of
knowledge for the further chosen profession or activity that will be related to the economic component.

Based on the principle of a systematic approach, and taking into account the foregoing, the
following documents should operate in the dialectical interdependence: the concept of economic
education in general secondary education institutions, the national economic component of state
educational standards, educational programs for economics for institutions of general secondary
education, educational programs for courses on the choice of economic direction for institutions of
general secondary education.
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The concept of economic education in institutions of general secondary education is a frame-
work document defining the main directions of the development of the school economy in the context
of studying the natural and economic characteristics of their Motherland, approaches to studying the
economy of Ukraine, ways of realizing economic knowledge, skills and competences. The Concept
initiates mechanisms for updating and improving the relevant component of the State Educational
Standards, and they already systematically influence the process of creating new curricula. Taking into
account the connections within the framework of the above-mentioned system, educational programs
cannot be created in a declarative way. Their content should be influenced, on the one hand, by the
provisions of the Concept and Standards, and on the other hand, - feedback with program users.

The functioning of economics curricula for institutions of general secondary education
should also be seen as an open system as a component of the dynamic process of improving the
structure and content of education. Therefore, one of the goals of economic education in institutions
of general secondary education, and should be reflected in the program, is to master the concepts of
the scientific economy, taking into account their own experience, creative mental activity, personal
needs of the student.

The most valuable commodity of the modern globalized world has become the knowledge
and competence, among which the important place is their economic component. Economic literacy
has become an integral part of educating a citizen today. Economic education and culture are impor-
tant foundations for building Ukraine as a sovereign state. Proceeding from the needs of the indi-
vidual and the state, economic education should be adequately represented in institutions of general
secondary education, both in the invariant and in the varied components of the basic curricula, in
order to meet the educational needs of the individual and the needs of the Ukrainian state [3, p. 32].

The place of each state in the world, the living standards of its citizens are less dependent
on minerals and other material resources, and more and more determined by the level of human
development and intellectualization of the nation.

The introduction of continuous economic education in Ukraine by studying the economy as
a basic discipline will contribute to the formation of modern economic thinking among the general
population - a necessary condition for a radical reformation of the economy, a decisive transfer of it
to the rails of developed socially oriented market relations.

Given that the most important in economic science is the study of human behaviour in
everyday economic life, activities related to the achievement of a certain level of well-being, the re-
sponse to incentives for work, etc., the economy should be taught from the angle of the economically
active person, who simultaneously acts in roles various economic entities: producer and consumer,
co-owner and hired employee, manager and subordinate, buyer and seller, as a member of the pri-
mary economic community in the society (family) as a member of the production team, as a citizen
of the state, actively participating in international economic exchange, etc.

The purpose of economic education: training and education of the economically active and
enterprising generation of potential entrepreneurs, forming a holistic view of the types of human life in
the system of knowledge of economic theory, economic policy and business practice, the implemen-
tation of vocational guidance in the main school and specialized specialization in the senior school.

Economic education in institutions of general secondary education is a specially organized,
planned and managed process of interaction between the teacher and students in order to achieve the
results determined by the relevant state legal documents in the field of education aimed at the study
of economic concepts, processes and laws.

The system of creating elements of the structure of the process of economic education is
its goal, the interconnected activity of teachers and students and the result. Variable components of
the structure of this educational process include: content of educational economic material; didactic
teaching tools (methods and methodical techniques and means of training, as well as forms of organ-
ization of the learning process, including the organization of educational and cognitive activities of
students and conducting training); control and correction of student achievements.
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The main task of all levels of economic education is not so much the transfer of accu-
mulated in this field of knowledge, skills, skills, values, how much development of abilities to act
independently, to make decisions in conditions of dynamic economic environment.

Now in Ukraine there are various forms of obtaining economic education: economic class-
es in high school and lyceum; Business Lyceum for students of grades 8-11; Saturday and Sunday
and evening facilities, various courses and workshops, trainings etc.

New in the proposed Concept is the very formulation of the question of the expediency of
studying the economy as the basic subject.

The second significant element of novelty is that the Concept raises the need for a system-
atic approach to the organization of continuing education in economics. Instead of an insightful,
concise course designed for six months and a year, as it began to practice, the authors of the Concept
suggests introducing the study of economics as a basic discipline for 5-6 years.

The third essential element of novelty lies in the content of programs and textbooks for each
level of learning. Educational programs reflect the current state of economic theory and practice,
take into account many years of experience in teaching economics in schools of foreign countries.

Economics as an educational subject is a wide range of diverse information that has its own
conceptual apparatus its categories, laws, its own system of algorithms for solving various tasks.

The study of the economy, in the opinion of the authors of the Concept, should contribute
to the achievement of the following objectives:

1. Provision of students of institutions of general secondary education socially
the necessary minimum of systematized economic knowledge as a basis for the formation of a mod-
ern economic culture of the individual.

2. Assistance to students of institutions of general secondary education in acquiring sus-
tainable skills independent analysis and evaluation of the most widespread economic phenomena,
relationships, principles of effective economic management.

3. Formation and development of socially mature creative personality,
capable of conscious social choice and enriching on this basis the economic potential of Ukraine.

The main tasks of economic education in institutions of general secondary education are:
promotion of civil society development; formation of students’ ability to coordinate their actions
with the interests of the community; formation of the outlook of students, which corresponds to mod-
ern notions about the economic branch; develop the ability of students to make decisions and act in-
dependently in a dynamic economic environment; training students to formulate goals and objectives,
develop plans for their achievement, forecast and alleviate risks; formation of students’ ability to make
free, informed economic choices; improvement of skills to make decisions and evaluate their efficien-
cy, rational use of resources; generate the ability to compare their own economic behaviour with the
legal and moral norms of society; prepare students for interaction with various financial institutions:
banks, funds, markets, tax system, etc.; to form the ability to assume responsibility for the end result
of their own and collective activity, initiative, openness to new ideas; the formation of a common
economic culture and literacy, producing adequate ideas about the world, the essence of economic
phenomena and processes through a wide range of applied activities; the implantation of a system
of values and the development of individual characteristics of students in the process of acquiring
basic knowledge for a better understanding of the labour, economic and technical processes that take
place in the complexes of industrial societies; the development of appropriate technologies and teach-
ing methods for students’ economic education; motivating student youth to effectively manage their
own economic activities, effectively use resources and to hold responsible economic behaviour in the
exchange, sale and consumption of goods and services; providing students with general secondary
education with an algorithm for building the skills needed to open their potential, participating in an
increasingly interconnected world economy, and ultimately transforming the best jobs into a better life.

Conclusion. The current social conditions require radical changes in the system of eco-
nomic education in Ukraine. The primary role in this should be played by institutions of general
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secondary education, as well as lyceums, colleges, gymnasia, which are designed not only to provide
students with the socially necessary level of economic knowledge, to acquaint with the capital of
the national economy, various general educational and ideological disciplines, but also to provide
knowledge of the fundamentals of the economy. , entrepreneurial activity, financial literacy, man-
agement, marketing and relevant economic competences.

The new Ukrainian school is designed to form students the quality of future entrepreneurs,
merchants, bankers, farmers, managers. School economic education should solve the problem of
students choosing professions and future activities, but still the student must realize that he is a par-
ticipant in the large economy of the country in which he lives.

The feature of the modern market economy of the XXI century is that the changes in tech-
nology are so fast that in 15-20 years the sectors of production and services completely change,
certain professions disappear and new types of business are developing. Adapting to these changing
conditions requires not only knowledge of market mechanisms, but also the development of creative
and innovative economic thinking.

Important components of the future economic success of a person will include: the ability
to search and analyse information (signalling economic indicators of change), which will enable the
prediction and forecasting of the impacts of these social changes on the state of their own welfare;
the ability to reconcile (peacefully) and defend (without revolutions and weapons) their economic
interests with the interests of other subjects of economic relations (people, enterprises, public organ-
izations, state institutions, etc.).

In accordance with such social challenges, economic education is the key to the peaceful and
gradual development of both the Ukrainian economy and social relations in general. The ultimate goal of
economic education should be the elimination of economic ignorance as a class, and that every graduate
of the institution of general secondary education was an elementarily economically competent person.
Economic and entrepreneurial culture should become a behavioural norm in society.
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Ha3zapenxo T. I., 0okmop neoazociyHux HayK, Cmapuiuii HayKosuil CnispooimHux, 3a6ioyeay 8i00iny
Hasyanua 2eoepaghii ma exonomixu Incmumymy neoazociku HAITH Ykpainu

METOINYHI 3ACA/IA ®YHKIIOHYBAHHSI EKOHOMIYHOI OCBITH
B 'IMHA3II TA JIIIEI YKPATHA
CrarTsa po3KpHBa€ aKTyaJbHI MUTAHHS 100 (YHKIIOHYBaHHS €KOHOMIYHOI OCBITH B TiM-
Ha3ii Ta jinei Ykpainu, ajpke Ha ChOTOMHIIIHIN 1eHh €KOHOMIKa BUBE/ICHA 31 CKI1ay 0a30BHX IIpel-
METIB 1 BUBYAETHCA TUTBKH Ha PO ITHEHOMY piBHI.
ABTOpKa, TIOSICHIOKOUH HEOOX1THICTh €KOHOMIUHUX 3HaHb B YUHIB, Yepe3 KJIF0Y0BI KOMIIETEHTHO-
CTi, B TOMY YMCJIi ¥ MiIPHEMHHILIBKY, TIPOIIOHYE METOAMYHI 3acaay (DyHKIIOHYBaHHSI €KOHOMIYHOI OCBITH
B TIMHA3il Ta Jinei yepe3 3micT KoHmemnii ekoHOMIYHOT OCBITH, SIKY PO3POOMIN JTOCIITHUKA BiIIUTY Ha-
BYaHHs reorpadii Ta ekoHomiku [HctuTyTy nenaroriku HAITH Vkpainu, 1m0 € paMKoBHUM JOKYMEHTOM, KO-
TpUiA BU3HAYa€ OCHOBHI HAIPSIMI PO3BUTKY IIKITFHOI eKOHOMIKH B KOHTEKCTI BUBYCHHSI SIK TOCTIONAPCHKIX
0COOIMBOCTEH CBOET KpaiHH, TaK i eKOHOMIKO-CYCITUTBHIX BiTHOCHHH B CBITI.
Kiro4oBi c10Ba: e€KOHOMIYHA OCBITa, KIIFOYOBI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI, iAMIPHUEMHHIIBKA KOM-
METCHTHICTD, 3aKJIaIy 3arajbHOI CepPeIHhOI OCBITH, KOHIICMIIiSl CKOHOMIYHOI OCBITH B TiMHa3ii Ta
minei Ykpainu.

Ha3zapenxo T. I, 0okmop nedazozuueckux Hayk, Cmapuuti HayuyHvli COMpPYOHUK, 3a8e0youds om-
denom obyuenus 2eoepagpuu u sxoHomuxu Unemumyma neoazoeuxu HAITH Vkpaunol

METOJUYECKHE OCHOBBI ®YHKIIMOHUPOBAHUA SKOHOMHUYECKOI'O
OBPA3OBAHUSA B TUMHA3UU U JIMIEE YKPAUHBI

Crarbst pacKpbIBaeT aKTyaJbHbIE BOIPOCH! (DYHKIIMOHUPOBAHMS 3KOHOMHUYECKOTO 00pa3o-
BaHMs B THMHA3MU U JIMIIee YKPaWHBI, BeJb HA CETONHAIIHUN 1€Hb YKOHOMHKA BBIBEICHA U3 COCTaBa
6a30BBIX IPEIMETOB M U3Y9aETCs TOJIBKO Ha MPOQHILHOM YPOBHE.

ABTOp, OOBSICHSIST HEOOXOMUMOCTh SKOHOMUYECKUX 3HAHUU y YyYaIUXCsl, Yepe3 KIIIOUCBbIC
KOMITETEHTHOCTH, B TOM YHCIIE U MPEANPHHUMATEIILCKYO, TPE/IaraeT METOMIECKHE OCHOBBI (DyHK-
IIMOHMPOBAHMSI SKOHOMHUUYECKOTO 00pa30BaHuMs B THMHA3MHU U JIMIIee uepe3 cojepkanne Konuennmu
9KOHOMHYECKOTO 00pa3oBaHusl, COlep)KaHNe KOTOPOH pa3padaThIBaIM HAYUHBIE COTPYIHHUKH OTIeIa
o0ydeHus reorpadun 1 SkoHOMHUKH MHcTHTyTa Tenaroruku HATTH VipawHsl, kKoTopas sBIsieTcs pa-
MOYHBIM JJOKyMEHTOM, OIPENEIIIONIAM OCHOBHBIE HAPABIECHUS PA3BUTHS IIKOJILHOM Kypca SKOHO-
MHKH B KOHTEKCTE M3yUCHHE KaK X035 CTBEHHBIX 0COOCHHOCTEH CBOEH CTpaHBbI, TAK M IKOHOMHUKO-00-
IIECTBEHHBIX OTHOILICHUI B MUpE.

KiioueBble ci10Ba: 5KOHOMHUYECKOE 00pa3oBaHUE, KIIIOUEBbIC KOMIIETEHTHOCTH, IPEIIPH-
HUMAaTeNIbCKasi KOMIIETEHTHOCTbD, yUPEXKICHHUs 001Iero cpeHero oopasoBanusi, KoHIenms sKoHo-
MHYECKOTO 00pa30BaHUs B THMHA3MAX U JIMLESAX YKPaWHBI.
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