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In this article, the author outlines the key higher education development trends in South 
Korea in the context of globalization and regionalization. The influence of globalization processes 
on the higher education development in the countries of the Far East as exemplified by South Korea 
has been identified and studied in detail.

The article features the specifics of internationalization process and determines its types. 
Prioritized is the statistical data obtained from participation of the South Korean students in the 
academic mobility programs due to the opportunity to adequately assess such processes in the entire 
region rather than just one country. The research results have analyzed the specifics of regionalism in 
the higher education and suggest a clear idea of how it differs from the internationalization process.

The author has researched the influence of the union processes on the European Union 
and the education policy of the ASEAN member states. The article dwells on the Association 
achievements in the higher education area and highlights the advantages of the above.

The article is focused on the economic policy of the South Korean Government and the 
strategy of further financing and development of the area. It has been noted that there is direct 
correlation between the education quality and the invested financial resources.

The author further analyzes the state policy in the area of continuing education or lifelong 
learning and gives a general description of the problem as well as singles out the main types of the 
educational institutions offering knowledge.
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Problem statement. Given the current social challenges, the South Korean higher education 
develops with due regard for all requirements of not only the domestic education market, but also the 
foreign and the world market. Therefore, the Government of South Korea duly supports this sector 
by ensuring the necessary financing and designing further development strategies. The country is an 
ASEAN partner, hence all new trends in the region may be continuously tracked down with quick 
response, as well as the education internationalization horizons may be extended.
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It is worth mentioning that the country’s economy is aimed at in-depth scientific researches and 
extension of the higher education space redesigned as knowledge economy. Thus, considering Ukraine’s 
integration into the world educational space and endeavor to learn the best practices, the positive experience 
of South Korea may foster qualitative transformations in the higher education of our country.

Analysis of the latest researches and publications. Analysis of the scientific works of 
the domestic and foreign researches, statistical data, reports and official online resources of the 
Government has enabled the author to characterize the individual trends in the higher education of 
South Korea and explain the reasons for their emergence.

In particular, “European Policy of Higher Education” Monography by H.V. Khoruzhyi [3] 
reviews the historical dimension of development and operation of the higher education institutions 
both in the European Union and Ukraine; uncovers the nature of the European education policy and 
highlights the key directions of its further advancement.

O. Shestak [9] devoted his scientific investigation to researching the trends of the professional 
education and science development in the countries of the Far East.

The domestic scientist Y. Tovkach [12] who studied the educational system in general in 
addition to higher education provided the key findings in his “South Korean Higher Education 
System (Late 20th Century): Establishment, Development and Modernity” scientific paper.

The thesis of Australia scientist S. Soongsawang [6] introduces the term of higher education 
regionalization, characterizes the education policy of the ASEAN member states (the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations), and explains the concept of harmonization in the higher education sector in the 
countries of the Far East.

The regionalism trend is depicted in the joint work of M. H. Chou and P. Ravinet [7] entitled 
“Regionalism in Higher Education.”

The internationalization term is defined by Y. O. Nikolson [1] during his speech at one of 
the higher education institutions of Kyiv. In addition, internationalization process is reviewed in 
“Higher Education Internationalization as University Development Factor” paper by O. Nitenko 
[15] as the key trend of the modern higher education.

The information on financing of the South Korean higher education system is supported 
by the reports and official statistics. “ASEAN +3: Key Factors of Cooperation and Development 
Prospects” paper by I. P. Serhun [5] may be also a valuable source because it reflects on the economic 
aspects of the higher education development in the region.

However, the trends of higher education development in South Korea are still lacking the 
thorough scientific research and require further study.

The purpose of the article is to conduct the evidence-based analysis aimed at studying 
the peculiarities of the higher education in South Korea and highlighting the key trends of its 
development under globalization and regionalisation. The obtained results will enrich Ukrainian 
educational science with new knowledge on the subject mentioned above.

Main results. Starting from the late 20th century, the main challenge of the society has been 
globalization fostering the world economic, political, cultural and educational unification. It shapes the 
world trends in higher education development the most notable of which is internationalization. According 
to Swedish Professor Y. Nikolson, internationalization is the processes of achievement of international, 
intercultural and global scale by the higher education the main purpose of which is to enhance the world 
quality of the higher education [1].

Internationalization of the higher education institutions may be conveniently divided into the two 
types: external and internal. The first type presumes transfer of the new educational trends and services to 
the foreign higher education institutions under various international cooperation agreements. The second 
type is meant to create its own domestic corporate culture that would encourage the ambitious youths to 
participate in various international projects, researches and programs.

According to OECD, the number of students taking part in the international mobility 
increased by 2% within 2010-2017 [2]. The students from the Southeast Asia comprise the largest 
group of those studying at the higher level programs, they account for 56%.
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The regionalization processes including the education are equally evolving in the modern 
world. Starting from the late 20th century and considering a range of economic and social factors 
changing the world, the European political and scientific community has started the process of 
education modernization in the area of improving its competitive ability in the European region. On 
May 25, 1998, the Ministers of the leading European countries held a business meeting dedicated to 
the future of the European education in Paris where they laid the foundation for further development 
of this issue in a larger group [3].

The meeting resulted in signing the Sorbonne Declaration proving readiness of the 
politicians to create the Unified space of higher education.

After signing of the Bologna Declaration in 1999, the educational space of the European 
countries has considerably changed. The unifying processes in Europe have contributed to formation 
of a joint scientific educational space by means of establishment and implementation of the unified 
criteria and standards in the higher education area for unification purpose [4].

The unifying processes in Europe, as a response to the globalization challenges, were carefully 
analyzed by the world. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is one of the organizations 
of this kind operating in the Far East. Established in 1967, the Association’s first endeavor was economic 
development and wellbeing of the member states. It was early 21st century when Europe faced the so-called 
Bologna process that it became clear that no great economic results could be achieved without paying the 
due attention to the education quality and the level of education of the people overall.

The Association’s key objective has been to create the Free - Trade Zone with the member states 
and their partners. Because the region includes the countries with different economic development level, 
the most developed countries within the Free - Trade Zone have an opportunity to facilitate and promote 
cooperation under the conditions favorable for all members. Consequently, the ASEAN has entered into 
the treaty with China, Japan, India and South Korea outside the Association.

It is important to emphasize the role of South Korea as a strategic partner of the ASEAN that 
is influential enough to maintain security in the region in addition to largely steering the economic 
situation. The first Cooperation Agreement with the Association was signed in November 1989, 
while South Korea acquired the partner status in July 1991 [5].

It should be noted that the Association cooperates with South Korea, China and Japan most 
of all, as proved by the highest socio-economic achievements. Those countries are the leaders in the 
area of economy, education, medicine, politics and security.

One can say that the modern trans-border educational policy in the South East with essential 
support of the countries like China, South Korea and Japan is not only aimed at accelerating the 
economic growth, but also endeavors to address multiple political and social challenges of the 
ASEAN member states.

At the same time, starting from the 90s of the 20th century, the ASEAN member states were 
enjoying substantial achievements in the higher education of the region, including:

- in 1995, ASEAN University Network (AUN) was established as a result of meeting of the 
specialized Ministers after a number of contracts were signed by the presidents and rectors of the 
universities in the member states.

- in 2005, the decision to convene the routine meetings of the ministers of education of 
the ASEAN member states was made and signed, and the directives of regional cooperation in 
education area were approved [6].

Today, the network plays an important role in higher education and science development.
At the university level, the institutions (departments) are established to plan and exercise 

the work associated with the academic exchange of professors and teachers in addition to student 
youth of the higher education institutions; monitor the higher education quality; encourage efficient 
cooperation and distribution of information among the university network, and hold conferences, 
trainings and workshops within the frames of joint scientific researches [6].

The next step in cooperation includes harmonization of the higher education systems. As 
proved by the European practice, to achieve good progress in the socioeconomic area, it is necessary 
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to design independent space in which education should be made the key tool for achieving the goals. 
To this end, the education systems have to be unified in the first place. To design a customer model 
and concept of higher education development that may train qualified experts in various areas with 
due regard for the labor market is the priority task of the Association as well as its strategic partners.

Meng-Hsuan Chou and Pauline Ravinet believe that despite the regional diversity of the 
countries, the initiatives suggested by the same have much in common. This concerns focusing 
on importance of the regional mobility and degrees in order to be competitive at the world higher 
education market as compared to other regions [7]. This educational direction chosen by the member 
states determines the general trend of education regionalization in the Southeast Asia.

The ASEAN member states are putting efforts into regionalization and harmonization of 
the higher education space, and their economically developed partners are playing an important 
role in this process. As the leader in the region, South Korea is striving to ensure that the national 
higher education meets the standards of the higher education space in the region as well as the world 
ratings. The sector modernization is targeted at delivering modern quality education based on its 
fundamentality and compliance with the relevant and prospective needs of an individual, the society, 
and the state [8]. To accomplish this goal, the government annually allocates about 8% of the total 
gross domestic product for education [9]. Today, the South Korean education system financing is a 
relevant issue, and the education policy is a priority for the government.

Another essential factor determining the governmental engagement in the education sector 
development and strengthening is that the education costs of the South Korean local self-government 
bodies in 2019 constitute about 40.6 billion South Korean wons, a third of which is given to improvement 
and advancement of the higher education sector, which is 17.7 billion more than in 2017 [10].

Analyzing the data presented in “Budget of the South Korean local self-government bodies 
allocated for education from 2015 to 2019” chart, we can conclude that the education sector financing 
tends to increase every year.

This estimate also proves that considerable investments into education may become the 
starting point for resolution of many economic problems in the country. Maintaining a powerful 
governmental control over all areas of social life, Korea manages adaptation of the domestic 
education system to development and diversification of the economic needs [11].

Diagram 1

"South Korea's budget for education from 2015 to 2019"

Source: [10].
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Exploring the latest trends marking the Korean society development, we can conclude that the 
important factor of the economic growth in South Korea is new substantial and verified knowledge as well 
as unique ideas that rather quickly turn into something material.

Today, the country has designed the education system development strategy that extends to all the 
levels starting from the primary school and ending with the high school. The primary goal of the strategy 
is intellectual, spiritual and physical development of the prospective expert as well as acquisition of the 
competence so necessary for the future professional activity.

Even now, the government of the country puts much effort into maintaining the position of one 
of the leading countries of the world in many areas including education and science. Therefore, the latest 
efficient methods of research of the education system in other countries are implemented. Exploration 
and adaptation of their experience prevent any fatal errors in the new education strategy designing. 
K. Krechetnikov and P. Semenova say that one of the most common comparison objects is the United 
States higher education system, which is number 5 in the world education rankings [12]. We believe that 
this may be explained as follows:

- first, the higher education system in the United States of America has come through the hard way 
of establishment in a relatively short time starting from just a few colleges with unclearly defined authority 
and growing into a structured, manifold system of reputable higher education schools, so it can be used as 
an example of success for other countries;

- second, analyzing the world rankings of the best universities, it becomes evident that American 
schools are winning every year;

- third, upon occupation of South Korea at the end of the World War II, the USA became a real 
senior partner of this country building the relationship of equality lasting for over 70 years up to and 
including now.

Based on researches of the South Korean higher education system, we may assert that it is 
synchronized with the world standards of higher education and develops in the context of the specified 
global and regional trends as internationalization and digitalization. This is because the rapid development 
of the South Korean higher education system primarily depends on the state the educational policy of 
which features multibillion financing, positive experience of other countries in the area, new trends and 
ability to follow those. In addition, it is worth mentioning that all of the education system is designed on 
the basis of the Confucius system of world outlook [13] focused on respectful attitude of the Korean people 
towards education and science in general.

At the present stage of South Korean higher education development, there are the following forms 
of internationalization reflected in the activity of nearly all universities of South Korea:

- establishment of the academic mobility programs for the students and the teachers to enable 
educational and cultural exchange;

- mobility of the educational programs that allow educational exchange of students, postgraduate 
students and teachers, as well as institutional mobility;

- foundation of university education alliances;
- formation of the new education policy utilizing the international experience;
- initiation of the new educational programs meeting the international higher education standards;
- university partnership.
Academic mobility is currently the main activity of Korean universities and institutes. The 

language programs for foreign citizens are evolving within the higher education system. Every national 
university offers its own educational program based on which the students from all over the world are 
admitted to different areas of education.

As evidenced by the OECD documents today, over 4.1 million students of all over the world have 
studied outside the boundaries of the country the citizens of which they are [14]. In the Asian countries, 
nearly 52 % of all students study abroad. The majority of these come from the countries like China, India 
and Korea (77%) [15].

South Korea also has regional education programs. Thus, Wonkwang University offers the 
program that allows the students from the CIS-partner universities to study one or two terms and have 
their academic credits listed in their higher education institutions of their home countries. As a rule, the 
exchange programs for the CIS countries are broader than those for other countries. In addition to language 
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learning, such programs include attending other courses in the specialty, taking examinations and receiving 
the certificate of participation in the international exchange program. However, it should be mentioned that 
the students do not personally receive their results. The academic transcript with the grades is signed and 
forwarded to the partner university by one of the employees of the International Cooperation Department 
of Wonkwang University. So we can conclude that the governments of both countries are doing everything 
possible to share their success and achievements in the area in order to prevent isolated development of 
education and science.

As part of the global and regional integration within the frames of the ASEAN, South Korea, 
being and economic leader, strives to improve the quality and competitive ability of the national higher 
education, including to upgrade its digitalization level. Digitalization and introduction of distance learning 
is one of the key educational trends of South Korea.

To increase the international competitiveness of education and scientific researches, a number 
of reforms aimed at computerization and technologization of the higher education system have been 
implemented. In 2000, two years earlier than planned, the Ministry of Education finished “Information Day 
in Education” comprehensive plan the purpose of which was to design quality infrastructure for the entire 
educational environment from ordinary schools to universities. The Ministry of Education claimed that it 
cost the state 613.4 billion wons [16]. The primary objective was to provide the educational institutions of 
all levels with the adequate equipment in order to create a special internet network for further use by all 
participants of the educational process.

Presently, all schools, higher education institutions and other state establishments responsible for 
operation of the national education system have internet access. Even more, every university has its own 
internal computer network that enables the users to quickly find the requisite information, transmit the data, 
and connect all education process participants in no time as well as to launch distance learning.

We believe that in the context of global changes online (distance) learning will unwind every year, 
and soon it will narrow down the demand for the ordinary higher education schools that are most probably 
destined to vanish soon.

A promising position of the Korean government is integration of the higher education in the 
continuing education system because at this time the economy recognizes the necessity of continuous 
improvement of the professional skills by the South Korean people for maintaining leadership in the region 
and the world.

Considering the important role of the continuing education in personal fulfillment, the Constitution 
of the country has been updated with the provisions stating that the Government is responsible for all the 
necessary lifelong support of the education development. Therefore, the South Korean Government has 
been developing the national lifelong education system since 1999 to make sure that the people get help to 
disclose their potential for further individual growth and development of the society as a whole.

The continuing education programs are becoming more popular every year. This category 
encompasses public high schools, trade and industry schools. The beauty of such educational institutions 
is that they operate as an open lecture hall, and everyone interested may attend the class without the prior 
admission.

Today, the schools offering such education in South Korea are nominally classified as follows:
- continuing professional education is represented by part-time education or evening classes, 

industrial universities, or trade schools;
- general or liberal education includes the programs designed by various state or private 

organizations, in particular, specialized education programs for cultural education of women, young, and 
elderly people.

Conclusion. Based on the research results, we can state that the higher education development 
trends in South Korea are synchronized with the world trends under globalization influence. Thus, in 
course of the research, we singled out the following key trends: internationalization; regionalization; 
harmonization; digitalization.

Internationalization is the general trend is globally, while intensive partnership within ASEAN 
member states creates favorable conditions for students to take part in the educational exchanges at the 
regional level, thus enhancing the harmonization processes in the region. At the university level, the 
distance learning system has been implemented, and a wide variety of online courses has been developed.
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Establishment and development of the higher education system in South Korea has been challenging, 
but today we can definitely say that it is one of the most efficient systems in the region and in the world. 
Developing collaterally with the leading countries, discovering the positive foreign experience, South Korea 
has implemented it into its own system consistently with the cultural realties. Today, the Government of 
the country endeavors to support and improve the higher education. South Korea has one of the highest 
economic performance variables facilitating emergence of new strategies and formation of the landmarks for 
the higher education development in the region. The financial policy of the country apparently proves that the 
Government will continue working towards establishing the “knowledge economy.”

The experience of South Korea in the sector of higher education is valuable for Ukraine, especially 
under situation when there are only a few Ukrainian scholars who are currently researching South Korean 
education. All of this allows us to talk about the prospects for further study of the phenomenon of South 
Korean education, in particular higher education. We believe that such positions as: special attention to the 
development of higher education as a guarantee of development of the national economy; synchronization 
with global and regional trends in higher education are very promising for Ukraine.

At the time when Ukrainian education is under constant transformation, it can be stated, that new 
knowledge on the topic of higher education development in South Korea would be valuable.
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ТЕНДЕНЦИИ РАЗВИТИЯ ВЫСШЕГО ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ ЮЖНОЙ КОРЕИ 
В УСЛОВИЯХ ГЛОБАЛИЗАЦИИ И РЕГИОНАЛИЗАЦИИ

В статье освещены ключевые тенденции развития высшего образования Южной Кореи 
в условиях глобализации, к которым отнесены интернационализация, регионализация и гармониза-
ция. Выделено и подробно рассмотрено влияние глобализационных процессов на развитие высшего 
образования стран Дальнего Востока, в частности Южной Кореи. Проанализированы характер объ-
единительных процессов в Европейском Союзе и их влияние на образовательную политику стран – 
участниц АСЕАН. Определена роль Ассоциации в развитии отрасли высшего образования и выделены 
ключевые аспекты влияния. Констатирован вклад АСЕАН в формирование региональной сети высших 
учебных заведений к основным направлениям работы сети отнесены: стратегическое планирование 
дальнейшей работы высших учебных заведений, которая обычно связана с академическим обменом 
всех субъектов высшего образования в регионе; надзорная функция; информационная поддержка уни-
верситетской сети, а также организация и проведение образовательно-научных мероприятий. Особое 



4848

Ук р а ї н с ь к и й  п е д а го г і ч н и й  ж у р н а л . 2 0 2 0. №  3

внимание уделено регионализации и гармонизации высшего образования, проявляющимся в доволь-
но активных процессах академической мобильности между университетами региона. Такая политика 
проводится с целью поддержки качества высшего образования на высоком уровне для возможности 
конкурировать с другими ведущими образовательными центрами и учреждениями мира. Представле-
ны особенности процесса интернационализации, а также выделены ее виды. Важны статистические 
данные об участии южнокорейских студентов в программах академической мобильности, что позво-
ляет адекватно оценить данные процессы в рамках не только одной страны, но и всего региона. По 
результатам исследований осмыслены особенности регионализма в высшем образовании и его отли-
чие от процесса интернационализации. Рассмотрены экономическая политика правительства Южной 
Кореи и стратегия дальнейшего финансирования и развития отрасли. Констатировано, что качество 
образования прямо пропорционально зависит от количества вложенных в него финансовых ресурсов. 
Также проанализирована политика государства по отношению к образованию в течение жизни; оха-
рактеризовано состояние проблемы в целом, а также выделены основные типы учебных заведений, 
в которых можно приобрести знания. Сделан вывод об инновационном развитии системы высшего 
образования Южной Кореи, характер которого определяется вызовами глобального, регионального и 
национального уровня. Подчеркнута активная роль правительства Южной Кореи в преобразовании 
национального высшего образования в образование современного качества на основе сохранения его 
фундаментальности и соответствия актуальным и перспективным потребностям личности и общества

Ключевые слова: высшее образование; регионализация; АСЕАН; Южная Корея; 
Дальневосточный регион.
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ТЕНДЕНЦІЇ РОЗВИТКУ ВИЩОЇ ОСВІТИ ПІВДЕННОЇ КОРЕЇ 
В УМОВАХ ГЛОБАЛІЗАЦІЇ ТА РЕГІОНАЛІЗАЦІЇ

У статті висвітлено ключові тенденції розвитку вищої освіти Південної Кореї в умовах глоба-
лізації, до яких віднесено інтернаціоналізацію, регіоналізацію та гармонізацію. Виокремлено й деталь-
но розглянуто вплив глобалізаційних процесів на розвиток вищої освіти країн Далекого Сходу, зокрема 
Південної Кореї. Проаналізовано характер об’єднавчих процесів у Європейському Союзі та їхній вплив 
на освітню політику країн – учасниць АСЕАН. Окреслено роль Асоціації в розвитку галузі вищої осві-
ти і виокремлено ключові аспекти впливу. Констатовано внесок АСЕАН у формування регіональної 
мережі закладів вищої освіти До основних напрямів роботи мережі віднесено: стратегічне плануван-
ня подальшої роботи закладів вищої освіти, яка здебільшого пов’язана з академічним обміном усіх 
суб’єктів вищої освіти в регіоні; наглядову функцію; інформаційну підтримку університетської мережі, 
а також організацію та проведення освітньо-наукових заходів. Особливу увагу приділено регіоналізації 
та гармонізації вищої освіти, що проявляються в доволі активних процесах академічної мобільності 
між університетами регіону. Така політика проводиться з метою підтримання якості вищої освіти на 
високому рівні задля можливості конкурувати з іншими провідними освітніми центрами та установами 
світу. Представлено особливості процесу інтернаціоналізації, а також виокремлено її види. Важливи-
ми є статистичні дані про участь південнокорейських студентів у програмах академічної мобільності, 
що дає можливість адекватно оцінити ці процеси в рамках не тільки однієї країни, а й цілого регіону. 
За результатами досліджень осмислено особливості регіоналізму у вищій освіти та його відмінність 
від процесу інтернаціоналізації. Розглянуто економічну політику уряду Південної Кореї та стратегію 
подальшого фінансування й розвитку галузі. Констатовано, що якість освіти прямо пропорційно зале-
жить від кількості вкладених у неї фінансових ресурсів. Також проаналізовано політику держави щодо 
освіти впродовж життя; охарактеризовано стан проблеми загалом, а також виокремлено основні типи 
освітніх закладів, у яких можна набути знань. Зроблено висновок про інноваційний розвиток системи 
вищої освіти Південної Кореї, характер якого визначається викликами глобального, регіонального та 
національного рівня. Підкреслено активну роль уряду Південної Кореї у перетворенні національної 
вищої освіти на освіту сучасної якості через збереження її фундаментальності та відповідності актуаль-
ним і перспективним потребам особистості та суспільства.
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