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ASPECTS OF DEVELOPING KEY COMPETENCES
IN THE 5th GRADERS OF GYMNASIUM
INTHE PROCESS OF TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES

The article identifies the features of fifth graders' key competences formation in foreign language
lessons, illustrated with the table. It is established that the formation of key competences is a complex and
lengthy process that occurs in the process of teaching a foreign language in the 5th grade of a gymnasium
to varying degrees. It is emphasized that for the effective organization of work on the formation of key
competences, it is important to take into account the psychological characteristics of students. The creation
of psychological comfort contributes to the intensive development of thought processes, imagination, the
ability to generalize, structure information and train memory.

Keywords: competence, key competences, subject competence, teaching a foreign
language, gymnasium.

Formulation of the problem in general form and its connection with important
scientific and practical tasks. Nowadays, teaching foreign language is of particular importance
due to the dynamic transformations in economic, political and social environment, which promotes
international cooperation, modernization of the economy and political and intercultural dialogue. A
prominent feature of Ukrainian education is the implementation of the competence-based approach
aimed at the development of a scope of competences in students. Key competences enable a person
to comprehend the modern world, develop the ability of an individual to meet societal challenges.

The Concept of “New Ukrainian School” establishes ten key competences to be developed [1].
The basis for the development of the key competences in learners is formed in the primary school,
so in the 5% grade this work should proceed on the principles of continuity and prospectivity.

Review of recent research and publications on the issue. The problem of forming key
competences in learners has recently been in the focus of research of a significant number of scholars.
A collective monograph edited by V. Redko is dedicated to highlighting the developments in revising
the content of foreign language teaching based on the principles of the competence-oriented approach
[2]. Aspects of implementing the competence-based approach in teaching foreign languages to students
of the diversified secondary school are addressed in the article by T. Polonska [3]. The formation of key
competences of the New Ukrainian School was analysed by V. Kalinin [4]. The manual “Didactic and
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methodological foundations of competence-based foreign language teaching in elementary school”
is dedicated to pertinent issues of competence-based foreign language teaching to primary school
pupils. The results of the research defining principal trends in the development of the content of
teaching foreign languages in elementary school are presented. The authors relate the revision of
the content of foreign language teaching in general secondary education institutions, above all, with
shifts in the strategic directions of the development of modern school, particularly with focusing
teaching and learning activities on acquisition of necessary key and subject competences by the
learners. In future, the aforementioned competences would allow the graduates to feel comfortable
in the contemporary multinational and multicultural world [5].

Despite a considerable number of works analysing various aspects of the implementation
of the competence-based approach, the issue of forming key competences in learners at foreign
language lessons in the 5™ grade does not lose its relevance. The problem is especially complex,
since current foreign language programs for the 5" grade do not specify the peculiarities of the
formation of each of the key competences.

Formulating the goals of the article. The purpose of the article is to highlight the aspects
of developing key competences of the 5th graders at foreign language lessons basing on the analysis
of the current state normative documents.

Presenting main material. The analysis of the content of the current curriculum in foreign
languages for the 5" grade and primary school and summarizing the results make it possible to
acknowledge the consistency and coherence of the development of key competences in pupils of
primary school and the 5™ graders [6; 7].

Let us consider the aspects of developing key competences in the 5% graders in more detail.

One of the components of such key competence as communication in the native language is the
ability to use the Ukrainian studies component in all types of speech activities. It should be emphasized
that in the 5" grade the national language is hardly used in foreign language lessons. In this regard, the
formation of value attitude, which component is the learners’ pride for Ukraine, its language and culture,
understanding the need to raise awareness about Ukraine in the world by means of foreign languages,
as well as readiness for an intercultural dialogue, proceeds through the introduction of Ukrainian studies
component in all types of speech. First of all, this is possible within such topics as “Food”, where students
listen, read or tell about Ukrainian traditional cuisine, “Travel”, when students get acquainted with
interesting natural and geographical sights and “Hometown/Village”. The topic “Holidays and Traditions”
is deemed to be particularly interesting, since the 5% graders learn about the celebration of Christmas and
Easter holidays in Ukraine. Thus, we come to the conclusion that this competence is formed within such
topics as “Food”, “Travel”, “Hometown/Village” and “Holidays and Traditions”.

The competence of “Communication in foreign languages” is both a key and subject one. It is
formed throughout the succession of foreign language lessons systematically and consistently, regardless
of the subject of the lessons and language tools.

“Mathematical competence” is formed while acquiring a foreign language on situational basis in
the process of solving communicative and educational problems by the learners, for instance, while dealing
with time concepts, amount, dates, prices, air temperature, etc. In view of this, it can be concluded that the
learners, in line with the requirements of competence-based content of teaching foreign languages, are
involved in solving communicative and educational problems using logic and mathematical intelligence.
Thus, the aforementioned competence is formed on situational basis.

Basic competences in nature science and technology are formed within the topic for situational
communication ‘“Nature”. While acquiring it, the 5" graders familiarize themselves with weather and
natural phenomena. This improves their skills to describe natural phenomena in a foreign language and
analyze and evaluate their role in human life. The learners’ vocabulary allows them to express their
impressions of their own observations of nature, thus enabling diversification of topics for communication.

Digital competence is formed while implementing a relevant set of speech functions. It is
formed systematically in the process of foreign language teaching and learning while employing
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information technology, games, social networks, which are deemed to be an integral part of modern
educational process.

Psychologists argue that students born in the 21 century are accustomed to using computers,
laptops, tablets and smartphones and hence integrating these tools in the educational process is logical and
appropriate. A review of the content of foreign language textbooks for the 5 grade showed that all of them
have audio support, which provides the opportunity for learners to practice listening skills and acquire the
received pronunciation of sounds. Some textbooks contain links (QR codes) to multimedia content on the
Internet. Thus, the introduction of smartphones to the educational process could also enable the formation
of the aforementioned competence. The 5" graders have vocabulary large enough to communicate in a
foreign language in the information space.

“Learning to learn” competence involves the formation of learners’ ability to work independently
with a textbook, to search for new information in various sources and to critically evaluate it. They
demonstrate the ability to work independently with a textbook and a workbook and to interpret a system
of signs that could guide their learning activities. They also endeavour searching for information from
various sources and arranging their time and study space. In the 5" grade, it is important to help the
learners structure their time and learning space and objectively evaluate their own learning achievements.
The aforementioned competence is mainly formed in the process of gradual involvement of learners
in independent work and constant enrichment of the learners’ vocabulary. Thus, we conclude that this
competence is formed systematically, regardless of the topic and content of the learning tasks.

Such key competence as “initiative and entrepreneurship” requires the formation of the ability
to initiate oral, written, notably online, interaction in a foreign language to address a specific life situation.
In foreign language lessons, it is advisable to encourage the 5" graders to present their ideas and initiatives
using communicatively expedient language tools. In today’s environment, it is necessary to engage the
learners not only in oral or written communication, but in online one as well. By the 5" grade learners
should realize that language proficiency plays an important role in achieving success, building a successful
career and financial wellbeing. This competence is also formed systematically, regardless of the topic and
content of the learning tasks.

Social and civic competences are formed entirely through the improvement of the 5* graders’
skills to use efficient communication strategies to work with classmates in pairs and in groups; to take
advantage of the multilingualism for intercultural dialogue. It is expedient to explain to the learners that
efficient communication involves consideration of an impact of a word on mental health of a person and
responsible use of linguistic tools of a language.

Moreover, in the 5" grade, the learners undergo socialization, since they should get accustomed
to new teachers and learn how to communicate with strangers. This largely provides for the formation of
the aforementioned competence. In view of this, we assume that this competence is formed systematically.

Cultural awareness and self-expression requires advanced skills of using a language for spiritual,
cultural and national self-expression and self-fulfilment; adhere to the culture of speech that is an indicator
of a common personality culture; adhering to standards of speech, which could be deemed as an attribute
of a general culture of an individual; using etiquette constructions; and expressing one’s own feelings,
emotional experience and judgement through the use of a language. In line with the requirements of the
curriculum, the 5 graders are familiarized with such topics as “Food” (national cuisine), “Travel” (general
information about Ukraine and the country of the target language), “Hometown/Village” (basic historical
and cultural information), “Holidays and Traditions™ (calendar of public holidays, traditions of celebration
in Ukraine and the country of the target language) which enables the learners’ awareness of the importance
of culture for an individual and the society [7].Taking this into account, we believe that this competence is
formed systematically.

According to the content of the current curriculum, in the 5* grade, the formation of such key
competence as environmental literacy and healthy living is envisaged. Topics of situational communication
“Food”, “Nature”, “Recreation and leisure”, “School life” [7] are included. It should be noted that while
working on the topic “Nature” a comprehensive acquisition of the aforementioned topic is envisaged.
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While mastering such topics as “Food” (healthy and junk food), “Recreation and leisure”, “School life” a
certain forcing of the competence is possible, provided the tasks with the relevant vocabulary are included,
for instance, healthy eating, the role of leisure and relaxation, information on human health, etc.

In this table, we display some aspects of forming key competences in the 5 graders.

Table 1
Formation of key competences of Sth grade students in foreign language lessons
Topics of situational communication
3
&~ £ o g
[ Y 5 © 1S
Q — 7 an o
=) = = < =
3 > = = B &
2. % 8 e 2 e o) < = =
£ 2 S o3 < = > £ = 3
9] = 5] ] = < s 2 g 3
° g S - S z = 2 S <
> S = 5 > Q
] < e = n
N 2 L 5 =)
g 5} 2 2
o v =)
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=
Communication in the
mother tongue Not formed PF Not formed Partially formed NF
Communication in
foreign languages Formed
Mathematical Formed situationally
competence
Basic competences
in nature science and Not formed F Not formed
technology
Digital
competence Formed situationally
Learning to learn Formed
Sense of initiative and
entrepreneurship Formed
Social and civic Formed
competences
Cultural awareness and
expression Not formed F | Not formed Formed NF
Environmental literacy Formed
and healthy living Not formed | situationally F Not formed FS

Explanation: F — formed, NF — not formed, PF — partially formed, FS - formed situationally

To provide efficient work on the formation of key competences of the learners, it is expedient to
account for their psychological characteristics. I. Zymnia asserts: “Specific social activities of a teenager
involve better perception and sensitivity to assimilation of norms, values and behaviours manifested in
the adult world and the respective relationships™ [8, p. 176]. According to the results of psychological
research (I. Zymnia, O. Serhieienkova, D. Feldstein, etc.), the 5 graders are already capable of comparing
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individual linguistic phenomena and structures. As a result, they might reveal certain patterns of native and
foreign languages. This contributes to a better understanding of both languages.

In their teens, learners seek new experiences that might broaden their outlook. They have a desire
to feel their importance, and in such a way get their peers interested in their intellect. However, it must
be borne in mind that this age is characterized by the waning spirit of intellectual rivalry and indifference
to learning. Each student should be given an opportunity to express one’s own opinion freely, to suggest
ways to tackle the issue at the lesson and, above all, to be heard and understood. Therefore, the creation
of psychological comfort contributes to the intensive development of cognition, imagination, ability to
generalize and structure information and memory training. In that context, it is easier to form a respectful
attitude, appreciation of history, culture, traditions of the country of the target language. This is what
contributes to the formation of such an important quality of personality as tolerance.

Conclusions and prospects for further research. Thus, the study shows that the formation of
key competences in the 5™ graders is based on their learning experience in primary school. The development
of key competences is a complex and time-consuming process that proceeds differently. It requires the
development of optimal methodological tools.

The prospects for further research lie within the elaboration of diagnostic materials aimed at
determining the levels of formation of each key competence of the 5th graders in the process of teaching
foreign languages.
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Hzopo Topowikun, xanoudam nedazocudeckux HAyK, CMApuiuil HAYYHolll COMPYOHUK Omoend
U3yYeHus UHOCMPAaHHbIX 5361Kk068 Mnemumyma nedazoeuxu HAITH Vkpaunsl, e. Kues, Ykpauna.

OCOBEHHOCTH ®OPMUPOBAHUS KJTIOYEBBIX KOMIIETEHTHOCTEM
YUYAHIUXCH 5-ro KIACCA THMHA3UHU B TIPOHECCE OBYYEHUSA
NHOCTPAHHBIM SA3BIKAM

B crarbe onpeneneHsr 0COOEHHOCTH (POPMUPOBAHMS KITFOUYEBBIX KOMIIETEHTHOCTEH TIATHKIIacC-
HHMKOB Ha YPOKaX WHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKa, MPOMJLTIOCTPUPOBAHHBIE C TIOMOIIBIO TaONIHIIBL. YCTAHOBIICHO,
41O (JOPMHUPOBAHKE KITFOUEBBIX KOMIIETCHTHOCTEH — CIIOXKHBIN M JUTMTEIBHBIN MPOIIECC, TPOUCXOISIINH
B IIpo1iecce 0OYUEeHHsI NHOCTPAHHOMY SI3BIKY B 5-M KJIacCe€ TMMHA3UU B PA3HOW CTENeHH. AKLIEHTUPO-
BaHO BHMMaHHe, 4To JuIsl 3(p(EeKTUBHOIN opraHn3aryy paboThl 110 (POPMHUPOBAHHUIO KITIOYEBBIX KOMIIE-
TEHTHOCTEH BayKHO YUHUTHIBATH IICHXOJIOTMUECKHE OCOOEHHOCTH yueHNKOB. CO3IaHNE ICHXOIOTHYECKOTO
KoMopTa CriocoOCTByeT HHTEHCHBHOMY Pa3BUTHIO MBICIUTEIBHBIX TIPOLIECCOB, BOOOPAXKEHHSI, YMEHHUH
0000111aTh, CTPYKTYpPHUPOBATH MH(POPMAILIHIO, TPEHUPOBKE TTAMSITH.

Knrwouesvie cnosa: KOMIIETEHTHOCTD, KIIOUEBBIE KOMIICTEHTHOCTH, NPEIMETHAs KOMIIE-
TEHTHOCTh, 00yUeHNE HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3bIKY, YIEHUKH 5-X KJIaCCOB, THMHA3HA.

I2op I'opowikin, kanoudam nedazo2iuHux HayK, CMApULil HayKo8uil CRIPOOIMHUK 8100L1y HAGUAHHSL
iHozemHux moe Incmumymy nedaeociku HAITH Vkpainu, m. Kuis, Yrpaina.

OCOBJUBOCTI ®OPMYBAHHS KJIIOYOBUX KOMIIETEHTHOCTEM YUHIB
5-ro KJIACY TIMHA3II B IPOIIECI HABYUAHHS IHO3EMHHUX MOB

VY crarri 3°s51coBaHO 0COOIMBOCTI (POPMYBAHHSI KITFOUOBHX KOMITETEHTHOCTEH I’ ITUKJIACHUKIB HA
ypOKax iHO3eMHOT MOBH B TiMHa3ii. YCTaHOBJIEHO, 110 ()OPMYBaHHS KJIFOIOBHUX KOMITETEHTHOCTEH — CKIIa I-
HMI 1 TPUBAJIMI TpoLieC, IO BiAOyBaeThCs pizHOIO Mipoto. KommereHTHICTh «CIIijIKyBaHHS iHO3EMHUMH
MOBaMID» € BOJTHOYAC KITIOYOBOIO i TIPEIMETHOIO, POPMYETHCS Ha BCIX YPOKAX 1HO3EMHOI MOBH CHCTEMHO
Ta MOCJIJOBHO, HE3AJIXKHO BiJI TEMATUKH YPOKIB, MOBHOTO iHBeHTapsi. CHCTEMHO (hOpMYIOThCs iH(pOpMa-
IHHO-1IM()POBA KOMITETCHTHICTb, 1HILIaTUBHICTS 1 MiINPUEMIIMBICTb, YMIHHS BUUTUCS YIIPOIIOBXK JKUTTS,
0013HaHICTh Ta CAMOBHPAKEHHS y cepi KyIbTypH eKOJIOTiYHa TPaMOTHICTB 1 30POBE KUTTH, COLliajbHa
i TpoMajsTHChKa KOMITETeHTHOCTI. BH3Ha4eHo, 1110 cUTyaliiHO GOPMYIOTBCS TaKi KOMIIETEHTHOCTI, SIK
CIUTKYBaHHSI AePyKaBHOIO (1 PIHOIO B pa3i BiIMIHHOCTI) MOBaMH, IiepeyciM y Mexax TeM «Ilomopok»,
«Pimne Micro/cenoy, «Cesta 1 Tpaauiii», «XapuyBaHHs». DopMyBaHHSI MATEMAaTUYHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI
BiJIOYBA€THCS TAKOXK CHTYAIIIIHO B IIPOLIECI PO3B’A3yBaHHS YUHSIM KOMYHIKaTUBHHX Ta HABYAIBHUX MPO-
Gr1em, HarpUKIIa I, KOJIM HAETHCS MO Yac, KUTbKICTh, KOHKPETHY ATy, IiHY, TEMIIEpaTypy MOBITPs TOIIO.
OCHOBHI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI B IPUPOIHUYHX HayKaX (POPMYIOTHCSI HacamIlepesl y MeXax TeMH CUTYaTUBHO-
ro criiikyBaHHS «I Iprpomay. AKIIEHTOBaHO yBary, o Ut e(peKTUBHOI OpraHi3arlii poooTH 3 popMyBaHH:
KJTFOYOBHX KOMITETEHTHOCTEH BaKIIMBUM € BPaXyBaHHsI ICUXOJIOTTYHUX ocoOnmBocTeil yuniB. HeoOxiHo
JIaTH KO)KHOMY YYHEBI MOXIIHBICTB BUTFHO BHCIIOBIIOBAaTH BIACHY JYMKY, TIPOIIOHYBATH IIUIIXH PO3B’si-
3aHHS MTOPYIIEHOT Ha YOIl MPOOJIeMH Ta, 10 HAWTOIOBHIIIE, OyTH MOYyTHM 1 3po3ymianM. CTBOpEH-
HsI TICUXOJIOTTYHOrO KOM(OPTY CHpHsie iIHTEHCHBHOMY PO3BHTKOBI MHCIICHHEBUX TIPOLIECIB, YSIBH, YMiHb
y3araibHIOBAaTH, CTPYKTYPYBaTH iH(pOpPMAILii0, TPEHYyBaHHIO IIaM ' ATi. 32 TAKUX YMOB JIeTTIe C(OpMyBaTH
IIaHOOJIMBE CTaBJICHHS, IOBAry JI0 iCTOpii, KyJBTYpH, Tpauiiii KpaiHu, MOBY sIKOi yuHi BUB4atoTh. Came
1ie # cripusie (hOPMYBaHHIO TaKOi BAJKIIMBOI SIKOCTI OCOOMCTOCTI, SIK TOJCPAHTHICTB.

Knrouosi cnosa: KOMIIETCHTHICTb, KITFOYOBI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI, TIPEAMETHA KOMIICTCHTHICTH,
HaBYAHHS 1HO3E6MHOT MOBH, YUHI 5-X KJ1aciB, TiMHA3is.
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